
SOUTH GILLIAM COUNTY RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
NO.  VI-301

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

DATE:

May 12, 2026
TIME:

6:30 p.m. following the budget committee meeting
PLACE:
South Gilliam County Emergency Services Building
PRESENT:
Eric Harrison - President

Doug Potter – Vice President

Roger Lyda - Member

Jeff Schott - Member

Excused: 
Jeff Kersey 
Guests: 
Greg Smith – Fire Chief

Shannon Coppock – Executive Secretary
Kelly Smith

Call Meeting to Order: Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Eric Harrison
Public Comment:  None
Minutes:  
A motion was made by Doug Potter to approve the April 16, 2026 regular meeting minutes as presented.  Roger Lyda seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Financials:  
Jeff Schott made a motion to accept the financial reports for 2025-2026 fiscal year through May 12, 2026. Seconded by Jeff Kersey.  The motion carried unanimously. 
Unfinished Business:
1. Jeff Schott got a quote from Hage for 3 electric drops, and a 50-amp breaker panel. A grant was written to Gilliam County for a Special Projects grant.
He will talk to Rutherfords about fixing the gutter at the front door.

He is working on getting a box for the roof to stop the leak and will find out about cleaning the solar panels.

2. We received the OSFM grant for $8,747.00 to total $14,787.00 for May 1 through October 31, 2026.
3. Doug will get the weed killer applied and Shannon Coppock will contact Jon Betancourt to take care of the landscaping.

4. Greg Smith told the board that Dewey Kennedy will seal the parking lot when he seals the courthouse parking lot.  

We received a quote from Doug Nash of Western Protective Coatings to restripe the parking lot and the area in front of the station.  The quote was for $985.00.

Jeff Kersey made a motion to accept the quote from Western Protective Coatings for restriping the parking lot and the street for parking and no parking areas.  Jeff Schott seconded the bid.  The motion carried unanimously.

New Business:
1. Jeff Schott informed the board about discussions concerning funding for Gilliam County Fire Services and their budget.  Their budget committee will meet again on May 28, 2026.
Fire Chief’s Report:

1. Greg Smith reported there have been 2 calls since the last meeting.
a. A smoke alarm call at Alete.
b. Mutual aid to North Gilliam Fire to help with a train car fire.
2. Training is going well.

3. The joint on the front drive line on Brush 31 is out
4. The ’97 Chevy needs a cv axel.  Greg is checking with Wrights to see what a new axel will cost.

5. Crews have been running the trucks to take care of any problems before the fire season starts.
6. Because it is so dry, the burn ban is going into effect at 00:00 on May 15th.

Fire Services Coordinator Report: 
1. OSFM Summer Staffing Grants for North and South- Applied and awarded. 
2.  County Special Projects grant- applied for, waiting on award notice

3. 2 VFC grants- one for each district for approximately $9900 each for additional PPE 

· This is a reimbursement grant Sept 1 2025- Sept 30 2026

· PPE is ordered and should be arriving soon. Some stuff has been received

4. Attended Tri County Fire defense board meeting. 

· Discussion was on resource availability

· OSFM Conflagration outline

· Fire Season Outlook

5. Attended Cottonwood State Park Emergency Services Meeting

· Discussion on staffing with local agencies, BLM ODF

· Fire season outlook

· Mutual aid and Cooperative agreements with ODF and BLM

· ODF will send resources up to 24 hours on mutual aid for South County incidents

· 4 engines and one dozer staged in fossil

· BLM Transitioning to new US Wildland Fire Services agency. 

· Cooperative agreement will hold for this year and be revised in 2027

· BLM will be staffed in Grass Valley this summer. 

Executive Secretary: 
1. Gave the board the Order to Invest Funds from Morrow County to sign.
Director Comments: 
None

Meeting Adjourned at 7:25 p.m.
NEXT REGULAR MEETING 
WILL BE JUNE 11, 2026 STARTING AT 6:00 P.M.  

AT SOUTH GILLIAM COUNTY EMERGENCY BUILDING

____________________________




___________________________+
Eric Harrison 







Shannon Coppock 
Board Chair







Executive Secretary

